
  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                            

Be a Learner 
Rome Smith-Williams - For his improved effort and concentration in his independent maths tasks.       
Audrey Pitman - For her persistence and consistently trying to challenge herself when learning new 

concepts in maths.       

Tara Thammasit - For applying herself with increased focus to improve her mathematical skills.       
Amelia Stevens - For showing the school value of being a learner through the improved persistence she 

is showing on her learning tasks.       
Aspa King - For her ability and persistence to apply a variety of subtraction strategies when solving a 

problem.       
Griffin Boote - For taking the initiative to propel his learning goals to the next level. Awesome work Griff! 

      

Will Muggleton - For his engagement and focus in writing a detailed information report.       

Be a Mate 
Abby Eagles - For showing the value of giving something back by ensuring our classroom is always clean 

and organized.       

Jackson Harland - For demonstrating the value of giving something back by being a helpful hand in the 

classroom without being asked.        

                                    Contact Details: 

Web: www.avenelps.vic.edu.au         Email: avenel.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Avenelprimary 
After Hours Number – 0403 565 119 

 

OUR MISSION: 

To inspire academic excellence, social and emotional growth and community 

contribution in a collaborative environment. 

 

Newsletter No: 23                                                                              3 August 2022                 
 

Recognising and celebrating achievement of our values. 
 

http://www.avenelps.vic.edu.au/
mailto:avenel.ps@education.vic.gov.au
http://www.facebook.com/Avenelprimary


 

 

 

 
 
The staff participated in a very worthwhile and valuable professional learning session 
on the pupil free day. We all travelled to Shepparton to participate in a wellbeing focus, 
presented by Andrew Fuller. The session provided information that was helpful in 
supporting our students, the school community and looking after ourselves. 
 
Andrew presented on improving student engagement and behaviour, executive 
functions and wellbeing and how to stay well in a sick world - Resilience for Educators. The sessions 
included work on understanding the role of neurochemistry as it relates to behaviour, anchoring and calming 
classrooms, group dynamics and how they relate to different issues at specific times of the year, what works 
in increasing student wellbeing, increasing focus and concentration, improving memory, building learning 
strengths, developing planning skills, increasing impulse control, the resilient mindset and emotional 
regulation, increasing energy, switching off at the end of the day in order to rest and sleep better and using 
the kitchen and pantry to build the neurochemicals that underpin optimal functioning. It was a great learning 
day for all the staff which will lead to improving our school.  
 
There is a small group of volunteers working on a school fundraiser to be held at Fowles later this year. 
More information will come out soon, but we will be looking for volunteers to help out on the night. Please 
mark 8th October in your diary and stay tuned to upcoming newsletters to hear more about this event and 
what help will be needed.  
 
The Department of Education has launched an initiative called the Positive Start Program which allows for 
senior students to attend a camp, with no cost to families. I have organised for our grade 3-6 students to 
attend a camp at Charnwood (near Benalla) from November 2-4. The students will attend the camp, 
participate in outdoor ed activities, stay the 2 nights and be provided with bus transportation. There is no 
charge to families. This is a wonderful opportunity, and we will send out more information about this camp 
as it draws nearer.  
 

 

 
 
 
Your feedback is always welcome at ross.davis@education.vic.gov.au or 0403 565 119.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 
MONTH 

 
DATE 

 
EVENT 

August Saturday 6th Working bee – 9.00am – 12.00pm 

 Tuesday 9th Rights, Resilience, Respectful, Relationships night – 6.00pm 

 Friday 19th Science Activities 

 Wednesday 24th Dental Van forms due back 

 Thursday 25th Literacy Activities 

September Friday 2nd Gr 1-2 UPPC excursion and Sleepover 

 Tuesday 6th Kids Teaching Kids Conference 

 Friday 9th Art Show; District Athletics 

 Friday 16th Last Day Term 3; Jump Rope For Heart Jump Off 

October Monday 3rd  1st day Term 4 

November 17th – 19th Gr 5-6 Energy Breakthrough - Maryborough 

 Monday 21st School Dental Van Visit 

December Tuesday 20th Last day Term 4 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY – Karla Tepania, Jonah Kecskes, William Allison 

and Adlyn Hunt 
 

EXPLORING CAPACITY IN GRADE 1/2T 
Students in 1/2Tused various sized containers to build on their understanding of capacity. They had to 
choose two different sized containers and estimate how many smaller containers of sand would fill the larger 
container. 



 

In 3T we have been investigating solids and liquids in our science lessons. 
What we learned …… 
Matter is usually defined as being a solid, a liquid or a gas. Suspensions, however, act as different states 
of matter depending on the force applied to them. Using corn starch and water, we can create a 
suspension  
 
What we did …………….. 
We mixed 1 cup of corn starch and 1 cup of water in a bowl. We stirred until we had the consistency of 
pancake batter. We put our hands in the mixture and move them around. The more we try to move the 
mixture the thicker and more solid it became. When we squeezed, it felt like a solid because its molecules 
move closer together, lining up. When there was no force applied to it, it looked and acted like a liquid 
because the molecules relaxed and separated. 
 

Avenel Primary School acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  

peoples as the traditional custodians of the land and acknowledges and pays respect 

to their elders, past and present. 



 

Assessing and Supporting the Teaching of Reading 

 
This term we are beginning the implementation of the Fountas and Pinnell reading assessment system and 
literacy continuum.  It is a resource tool designed to assess student reading strategies, skills and behaviours 
and support teachers to plan for effective instruction targeted to the students point of need.  It is a 
comprehensive tool that can determine text selection that is appropriate for each individual and also 
diagnose areas of difficulty for students. 
 
Fountas and Pinnell replaces the current PM Benchmarking system.  This new approach has a different 
levelling guide that is alphabetical rather than numerical (e.g., Level B, as opposed to Level 2).  Therefore, 
you may notice that your child is bringing home readers with a letter rather than number.  This will be a 
process that happens over time, so for now you may see a combination of both.   
 
Why have we made this change? 
 

• The Fountas and Pinnell system is applicable to students from Foundation to Grade 6 and allows for 
a consistency of practice to be developed across the school.   

• The focus is on deep reading comprehension – understanding the features of different text types 
and exploring texts at increasingly complex levels. 

• The literacy continuum explores three ‘ways of thinking’ – thinking WITHIN the text, BEYOND the 
text and ABOUT the text. 

• There are connections to oral language, phonological and phonemic awareness, spelling, writing 
and vocabulary development. 

• A focus on authentic literature and reading resources to support student engagement are ensured. 
 
 
 
Fountas and Pinnell developed this 
graphic to illustrate the highly complex 
thinking proficient readers do as they 
engage with text. The authors use twelve 
categories that they call “Systems of 
Strategic Actions,” to describe the 
problem-solving the brain must do to 
create meaning during reading.  
 
The assessment includes reading 
fluency, decoding strategies, monitoring 
meaning and text comprehension, 
making it a balanced and detailed 
analyses of students as readers. 
 
The comprehension component of the 
assessment is far more in depth than the 
previous system of assessment 
therefore you may notice that students 
are able to ‘read’ the texts that they bring 
home easily, however it is about 
developing their understanding of what 
they read. 
 
 
 
To support your child to develop reading comprehension you can discuss the text before, during and after 
reading and ask questions.  Some suggestions are included below. 
 
 



 

 

 

 
Bonnie meeting some of our incoming prep students at the teddy bears picnic 

today and enjoying some wellbeing time with students at recess. 
 

• What is the genre of this text?  How do you 
know? 

• Summarise the main ideas of the paragraph. 

• What does the word ‘ruptured’ mean? 

• Why do plants grow when light levels are 
higher? 

• What do you know about the princess?  How 
could you describe her?   

• How did the author give clues about her 
personality? 

• What is the author’s message in the book?  What 
does it mean for your life? 

• What do you predict will happen next in the story?  
What is your evidence? 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

WORKING BEE – Saturday 6th August – 9.00am – 12.00 noon.  
Any assistance you can give would be appreciated. 
The focus of this working bee will be playground painting, raking, general clean-up of 
sand pit area and general tidy up of the grounds.  Removal of unsightly weeds and 
trimming of overhanging or overgrown tree shoots, vegetable garden revival. 

 
Please being along spades, rakes, gardening tools, brooms, gloves, wheelbarrow etc.  Children are 
welcome but no supervision will be provided.  Light refreshments available at conclusion of the day. 

 
HOLIDAY CAMPS FOR ELIGIBLE STUDENTS 
Holiday camp providers are accepting bookings for terms 3 and 4, and interested families are encouraged 
to get their expression of interest in now.  Places are limited and allocated on a first-come, first-served 
basis. To secure your place for Term 3 holiday camps check student eligibility at Positive Start holiday 
camps. If students want to go to a holiday camp, parents and carers will need to book.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL CARE – Please note there will be NO before/after school care on 

Thursday 11th August. 

 
SCHOOL DENTAL VAN FORMS – If you would like your child to have their teeth 

checked when the School Dental Van visits in November, please return forms sent home 
earlier this week, by Wednesday 24th August. Thank you. 
 

VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS - Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the 

standard Victorian curriculum and we want to assure you that all contributions are voluntary. Nevertheless, 
the ongoing support of our families ensures that our school can offer the best possible education and support 
for our students. We want to thank you for all you support, whether that’s through fundraising or volunteering 
your time. This has made a huge difference to our school and the programs we can offer. School Council 
has set the Voluntary Contributions for this year of $240.00. This voluntary contribution can be paid at the 
office with cash or Eftpos or by direct debit to Avenel Primary School BSB 063 545 Account 1007 6513. 

 

https://www.vic.gov.au/positive-start-holiday-camps
https://www.vic.gov.au/positive-start-holiday-camps


 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Thank you to students from the Euroa Secondary College for spending time with our senior students today 
giving them some pointers on how to improve their athletic skills prior to taking part in the District Athletics 
carnival on 9th September. 

 
 

 

P - 92 
1/2O- 84 

 

6WC- 109 
4/5S- 106 

 

1/2T-115 
4/5C – 109 

 

 
 

3T - 103 
4/5M- 102 

 
 

Our prep students having fun learning 
about capacity by recording how many 
cups of water or sand it took to fill a 
certain sized container. 



 

 

 

 

  
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AVENEL TENNIS CLUB  
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 
When - Monday 8th August 

Where – Avenel Tennis Clubrooms 
Time – 7.00pm 

All members and parents of junior 
members 

 invited to attend.  
 New members welcome to join us. 

 
Could members please spread the 

word so that we have a good 
attendance?   
Thank you. 

 
 

 

NOW SHOWING 
EUROA CINEMA 

 
5th/6th Lunana – A Yak in the Classroom 
6th/7th – Benediction 
13th/14th – Operation Mincemeat 
20th/21st – Where the Crawdads Sing 
Adults: $10 
Children: $10 
Children (under 5 years): free 
Pre-paid tickets: $8 (cannot be used for charity 
screenings) 
 
Tickets can be purchased at the ticket box prior 
to the screening, or online until 4pm on the Friday 
before the screening. 
 
Pre-paid cinema tickets can be purchased from 
Council’s Euroa offices at 109 Binney St, Euroa 
from 9am to 5pm, Monday to Friday. 
 
More information @ 
https://www.strathbogie.vic.gov.au/things-to-
do/euroa-community-cinema/ 
 

14th August 

9.00 am – 1.00pm 

https://www.strathbogie.vic.gov.au/things-to-do/euroa-community-cinema/
https://www.strathbogie.vic.gov.au/things-to-do/euroa-community-cinema/


 


