
  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  

  Recognising and celebrating achievement of our values 

 

Audrey Doherty - For her dedication and persistence when completing her maths fluency.       

Cheri Hutchins - For her understanding and awareness as herself as a learning when setting new maths 

goals.       

Gabby Mancini - For showing improved focus and attention detail when completing her learning tasks.       

Miranda Hutchins - For her hard work to produce and accurate retell and summary in reading.       

Tillie Chiswell - For approaching term 3 with enthusiasm.       

Minseo Bae - For always representing Avenel Primary with pride, demonstrating politeness and respecting 

others.       

Harley Pearce – For his hard work and dedication to completing his number fluency goal.       

Darcy Misiti - For the dedication he is showing on his maths learning tasks.       

 

                                    Contact Details: 

Web: www.avenelps.vic.edu.au         Email: avenel.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Avenelprimary 
After Hours Number – 0403 565 119 

 

OUR MISSION: 

To inspire academic excellence, social and emotional growth and community 

contribution in a collaborative environment. 
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Last week our students celebrated NAIDOC week in a variety of different ways, it was 
lovely to share in some of their learning around indigenous histories, storytelling and 
artwork and hear about the importance of elders.  
 

 
Our school council president, Sam Hull, spent a couple of days last week refurbishing the chook house to give 
our chooks a roost and little extra night-time shelter.  The renovations look great, and the chooks are definitely 
enjoying the artwork. Big thanks to Sam for all his work.  

 
This term we have welcomed Alana Wheeler to our school as part of our well-being support team, Alana will be 
working at APS 2 days a week one-on-one and with small groups to complement our RRRR program focusing 
on emotional literacy, strengths and problem-solving strategies. Please check your child’s bag in case there is 
a permission note lurking in their somewhere.   
 
This week also see the start of our Bike Ed program for the Grade 5s in preparation for the Term 4 Bike Hike 
and after school training begins for our Energy Breakthrough teams on Thursday.  I look forward to sharing their 
progress with you in the coming weeks.  
 
Your feedback is always welcome at carrye.malone@education.vic.gov.au or 0400 245 336. 

Avenel Primary School acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the 

traditional custodians of the land and acknowledges and pays respect to their elders, past 

and present. 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 
MONTH 

 
DATE 

 
EVENT 

July 21st Flinders Quartet Concert – 12.50pm 

 27th Gnarly Neighbours - Junior 

 31st  Bookclub Orders due 

August 3rd Gnarly Neighbours - Senior 

 8th Parent Teacher Interviews – 3.30-6.30 

 9th Parent Teacher Interviews 

 14th Science Week Commences 

 16th Family Science Experience Day 11.50am – 1.50pm 

 21st Book Week Commences 

 23rd  Book Week Celebration Morning – Theme - 'Read. Grow. 
Inspire.' 

 24th Gnarly Neighbours - Junior 

 31st Gnarly Neighbours - Senior 

September 1st District Athletics 

 13th Gr 5-6 Production 

 15th Last day Term 3 

October 2nd 1st Day Term 4 

 18th – 20th 3 day bike hike 

November 13th 14th & 15th Gr 3-4 camp 

 18th School Fete 

 22nd  – 24th Energy Break Through 

 27th Smile Squad Dental Van visit 

December 20th Last day Term 4 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY – Lyanna Friedrich, Jack Stirling, Scarlette 

Windahl, Isla Currie 

 
 

 

Avenel Odd 
Job 

Organisation 

 

 

We are looking to form a volunteer committee of Avenel 
adults that would be willing to assist us with odd jobs and 
maintenance around the school.  

How it would work: when jobs arise around the school 
the group will be contacted and those that were available 
to help (no obligation) would organise to get the job done.   
If you think this could be the volunteer role for you, please 
contact the office to leave your contact details.   



VICTORIAN HIGH ABILITY PROGRAM (VHAP) 

Virtual School Victoria is delivering the Victorian High-Ability Program (VHAP) to high-ability students in 
Years 5-8, at all Victorian State Schools. 

VHAP consists of ten-week online courses in Mathematics and English for both primary and secondary 
levels. Students engage in synchronous Webex classes with their teachers. They can also engage with 
the course material on VSV Online outside of the class time. 

VHAP started in Term 4, 2020, as part of the State Government’s $60.2 million investment in the new 
Student Excellence Program. Due to the success of the program, VHAP has been extended and will now 
continue through to Term 4, 2025. By the end of 2025, it is expected that 85,000 students will participate 
in this exciting new challenge and extension program. 

The VHAP classroom provides students with the opportunity to: 

• explore and express their ideas freely 

• make their own decisions about their work 

• be inspired and challenged by each other 

• gain confidence in their choices and abilities 

• feel excited by their learning. 
 

In the VHAP English course, we explore links between reality and fiction by observing the world around 
us and our journeys into fictional worlds. VHAP English empowers students through cultivating confidence 
and a willingness to take academic risks. 

In the VHAP maths course, students embrace the “why” of maths, not just the “what”. Students and 
teachers dive into the philosophical implications of mathematical topics. 

There are opportunities for differentiation within the course. Students can choose to work at a pace 
comfortable for them or be extended. 

VHAP promotes development of key skills such as teamwork, collaboration and resilience. 

The program is a safe space for high-ability students to stretch their wings, encounter change and 
challenge, and confront fears around making “mistakes.” 

The participants in this program are selected by the Department of Education based on their NAPLAN 
results and the Victorian Curriculum levels submitted to the department based on teacher judgement.  Last 
term we had 3 students enrolled in VHAP, for Maths; Jonah Kecskes and Annika Padgett and in English 
we had Wren Malone. 
 
Jonah and Annika explored different number systems and enjoyed the collaborative discussions and being 
able to connect with students from other school.  
 
Wren explored a number of writing strategies and worked on her final submission themed around ‘the 
hero’s journey’, below is an excerpt of her drafted story titled ‘Esmay”.  



 

 

This term we have 1 student in Maths; Wren Malone and 4 students in English; Koen Mulraney, Jonah 
Kecskes, Ellie Day and Griffin Boote, we look forward to seeing what they produce.  

 
 
 
  



 
 

 
 

Grade 5/6 – Excursion to Anastasia the musical 
 

As of last term, our grade fives and sixes’ have started eagerly rehearsing for our upcoming production. 
Studying the ins and outs of characters, rehearsing lines and becoming aware of stage directions our students 
have taken on their characters with excitement.  
 
To accompany our teaching and learning of the production, our grade 5/6’s made their way to the Westside 
performing arts centre in Mooroopna to view the Notre Dame College production of Anastasia. Students were 
able to enjoy the production but also see how the lighting and music are cued, the timing between scene 
changeovers and the use of props on the stage.  
 
The students loved watching the production and it created more excitement for them to keep rehearsing their 
own. 

  



 

 
 

 
SUBJECT CONTRIBUTION – School Council have set the Subject Contribution for this year at $245 
per student This amount is usually paid in Term 1 but other arrangements can be made if you are struggling to 
make payment. The subject contribution payment covers the cost of subject expenses and class materials which 
have been purchased by the school and will be distributed to students throughout the year. This contribution can 
be paid either by cash or EFPOS at the school or by direct deposit to the school account    BSB 063 545 Account 
No 10076513. Please insert ‘sub cont’ and family name in the reference field. 
 

LUNCH ORDERS - Attached the Term 3 lunch order form which should be used when placing lunch orders 

next term.  Please make sure you ring lunch orders through before 10.00am. If you have any concerns, 
please direct these to Shaun at the Cafe on 57962536 or avenelcafe@gmail.com.  
 

SCHOOL PREPARATIONS FOR THE BUSHFIRE 
SEASON 

Each year, to prepare for bushfires and grassfires, schools and early 
childhood services complete a range of activities.  

The Department of Education runs an annual fire risk assessment of 
schools and early childhood services. They are allocated a category of 
risk (categories 0 to 4) and are published on the Bushfire At-Risk Register (BARR).  

All schools and early childhood services listed on the BARR and Category 4 list will also close when a 
Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast in their fire weather district.    

When the Bureau of Meteorology provides public fire danger rating forecasts or fire weather warnings, they use 
fire weather district areas. In Victoria, there are 9 fire weather districts, which are based on Local Government 
Area boundaries. Our school is in the Northern Country district.  

As part of preparing our school for the fire season, we have updated our Emergency Management Plan and are 
currently working through maintenance works that will assist in being prepared for the threat of fire.   

What does this mean for our school? 

Our school has been identified as being at risk of bushfire or grassfire and is a Category 3 school. 

Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in Northern Country fire district.   

What is the department’s policy? 

The department’s Bushfire and Grassfire Preparedness Policy requires all schools and early childhood services 
on the BARR and the Category 4 list to close when a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast in their fire 
weather district. All school bus routes which travel in or through a district with Catastrophic fire danger must also 
be cancelled.  

When will our school be closed due to Catastrophic fire danger? 

Our school will close on a day forecasted as Catastrophic fire danger rating in the Northern Country fire 
district.  

Closure of the school due to a forecast Catastrophic day will be confirmed on the day prior and we will provide 
you with advice before the end of the school day. Any information regarding potential or confirmed Catastrophic 
fire danger days will be communicated to you by Compass.  

Once confirmed, the decision to close will not change, even if the weather forecast changes.  This is to 
avoid confusion and help your family plan alternative care arrangements for your child.  It is also important to be 
aware that: 

• No one will be on site on days where the school is closed due to a forecast Catastrophic day. 

• All bus routes that travel through the Catastrophic area will be cancelled. 

mailto:avenelcafe@gmail.com
https://www2.education.vic.gov.au/pal/bushfire-and-grassfire-preparedness/policy


• School camps will be cancelled if a Catastrophic fire danger rating day is forecast for fire weather district 
in which the camp is located, or if the travel involves passing through areas that have Catastrophic fire danger. 

Families are encouraged to action their Bushfire Survival Plan on Catastrophic fire danger rating days.  On such 
days, children should never be left at home alone or in the care of older children. 

For those of us living in a bushfire prone area, the Country Fire Authority (CFA) advises that when Catastrophic 
days are forecast, the safest option is to leave the night before or early on the morning of the Catastrophic day. 

What can families and the school community do to help us prepare? 

• Ensure we have your current contact details, including your mobile phone numbers.   

• Keep in touch with us by reading our newsletter, checking our website https://www.avenelps.vic.edu.au/ 
and by talking to your child’s teacher or any other member of the teaching staff about our emergency 
management plan. 

• Make sure your family’s bushfire survival plan is up-to-date and includes alternative care arrangements in 
the event that our school is relocated, undertaking learning from home and/or  closed due to a Catastrophic fire 
danger. Further information can be found on the CFA’s website. 

• Action your family’s bushfire survival plan if your own triggers are met. Our school community may be 
spread out across many areas and some families may be at higher risk than others. Your family’s safety is 
critical, so please let us know if you are actioning your bushfire survival plan and if your children will be absent 
on these days. 

• If your child is old enough, talk to them about bushfires and your family’s bushfire survival plan.  

You can find more information on emergencies, warnings and preparedness actions here: 
• VicEmergency app – that can be downloaded on your android and iOS mobile devices 
• VicEmergency Hotline (1800 226 226) 
• Website https://emergency.vic.gov.au 
• Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency) 
• Twitter (https://twitter.com/vicemergency) 
• ABC local radio, Sky News and other emergency broadcasters 
 
 

BOOKCLUB – Orders for the current bookclub are due by 31st July. Thank you. 

 

CHILD SAFETY AND WELLBEING AT AVENEL PRIMARY SCHOOL: 
INFORMATION FOR FAMILIES AND THE SCHOOL COMMUNITY 
The Victorian Government has announced new Child Safe Standards to further strengthen child safety across 
organisations, including schools. The new standards recognise the critical importance of families and the broader 
school community in maintaining and promoting child safety and wellbeing. 
 
Avenel Primary School has reviewed and updated our child safety policies and procedures to ensure they meet 
the requirements of the new standards. These are available to view at https://www.avenelps.vic.edu.au/.  We 
are committed to continuous improvement in our approach to child safety and wellbeing and welcome feedback 
from families and members of our school community on ways we can further strengthen our child safety policies, 
procedures and practices. 
 
If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact carrye.malone@education.vic.gov.au or 
alternatively contact the office.  
 

WANTED: USED TOY DONATIONS 
 We are looking for high quality toys, books and 
games to sell at our school fete on November 
the 18th.  If you would like to donate any items 
that are in an excellent yet used condition, 
please bring them in to the office ensuring they 
are clean and ready to sell. Big sellers include 
Beanie Boos, Hot Wheels cars, Nerf Guns and 
Barbies. 

https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/plan-prepare/before-and-during-a-fire/your-bushfire-plan
https://www.cfa.vic.gov.au/schools/primary-schools/activities
https://emergency.vic.gov.au/
https://www.facebook.com/vicemergency
https://twitter.com/vicemergency
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.avenelps.vic.edu.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CDee.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7Ccdd9f3ee96fc43d3106608db88020603%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638253314490527100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TnABHS32PViNQPfiuQT4MzP1jlEGiGIMu4WPZZIbRH4%3D&reserved=0
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BONNIE UPDATE – It has been great to be back at school this term.  At present I’m only attending for 1 

day a week and increasing my days as the term progresses.  One of the highlights of my day is playing hide and 
seek in the oak leaves with students at playtime.  Do you know how hard it is to find my ball in them at present!  
I think the students are happy to have me back in the classroom working with them.  Best of all I love the tummy 

rubs they give me; I really have missed them. 😊  



 
 

 
  

AVENEL TENNIS CLUB  
NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 
When - Monday 7th August 

Where – Avenel Tennis Clubrooms 
Time – 7.00pm 

All members and parents of junior 
members invited to attend.  

 New members welcome to join us. 
 

 
It is vital that club and 

interested members of the 
general public attend this 

meeting as we will be 
discussing the ongoing future 

of the club.  
 
 

Please spread the word so that we 
have a good attendance?   

Thank you. 
 

 
 

We are pleased to announce that the Flinders Quartet and 
the Piccolo String Quartet will be doing a short 
performance at the school for our students on the 21st July 
@ 12.50pm.  The TryBooking page is found 
at-  https://www.trybooking.com/CIMMZ. Children under 
15 are free!    
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.trybooking.com%2FCIMMZ&data=05%7C01%7CDee.Wright%40education.vic.gov.au%7C3e37d8db8ea34ea69a6608db8266e239%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638247150670699189%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=RSzk7xALOSHlHYO%2FlCFOEwe4HjZiv734GLof9i1TEhg%3D&reserved=0


 
FUNDRAISER 

Apple Slicer, Peeler and Corer 
The hype around apples has never been so high!  Mrs Barri 

introduced the students to the school apple corer this week and 

the queues for a springy apple have gotten bigger each day!  The 

excitement is so high we thought we might take this opportunity 

to carry out our own fundraiser so you can own one at home! You 

can have one of these nifty little gadgets for the bargain price of 

$20!  Fill out the form below and make your payment at the office 

and your order will be placed for delivery in approximately 2 

weeks.  All funds raised will go directly to Avenel Primary School.  

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

 

Name: _______________________________________ 

 

x   Apple Slicer, Peeler and Corer @$20 each 

 

Total: $ __________________                       Payment Type: bank transfer/cash 
 
 
 



 
  

The Avenel Market Committee are 
looking for community groups to run the 

Market BBQ on Sunday 13th August. 
 

If your group would like to earn some 
extra money, or for more information 

regarding this event, please contact the 
Market Committee. 

 
 

0400 594 838 

 
manager@avenelmarket.com.au 

 



 


