
  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

  

  Recognising and celebrating achievement of our values 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be a Learner 
Beau Jeffrey - For his engagement and participation during class time.       

Fletcher Boote - For working on a series of complex mathematical problems and solving them.       

Nellie Van Horen - For the persistence she is showing on her mathematical learning tasks.       
Jasper Elston - For his determination and persistence to try Gnarly Neighbours and then working his way up 

to the ramps in session 1.       

Nova Wylie - For her positive attitude towards practising her learning goals.       
Lyanna Friedrich - For demonstrating qualities of a good learner by asking questions and joining in class 

discussions.       

Being a Mate 
Finnegan Hull - For being thoughtful and courteous in his interactions with his peers.       

Give something back 
Layla Smith - For picking up rubbish in the school yard and setting a leading example for her peers.       

                                    Contact Details: 

Web: www.avenelps.vic.edu.au         Email: avenel.ps@education.vic.gov.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Avenelprimary 
After Hours Number – 0403 565 119 

 

OUR MISSION: 

To inspire academic excellence, social and emotional growth and community 

contribution in a collaborative environment. 
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Last week I was lucky enough to be sitting in the big chair 
to celebrate my first ever Principal’s Day.  The team at 
APS surprised me with a gorgeous morning tea, gifts and 
a beautiful card signed by all the students.  There were 
lots of lovely messages but I have to say the message of 
“I like you more than nuggies” really warmed my heart!  
 
Last week a group of our talented singers made 
their way to Melbourne Town Hall to be a part of 
the Boite choir, Mrs K reported back on how 
beautifully they sang and what an amazing 
experience it was.  It was so exciting to see 
them on SBS as well! Well done to all those 
students and staff involved! 
 
 

Our budding thespians took to the the big stage at the Avenel Hall this week for 
their first rehearsal on site.  The performance is really coming along and as we 
start to collect costumes and props are being made, the excitement is beginning 
to build.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Last week Miss Phelps and Mrs Tobin spent 
two days in Shepparton learning about all 
things numeracy.  They will attend 4 more 
days like these and we are looking forward 
to them sharing their new knowledge, 
resources and ideas to further enhance our 
Mathematics teaching.  
 

 
The grade 5s have been learning new skills in Bike Education with 
Mr Sawyer over the last few weeks. This week they will be heading 
out on the roads to test their road rule knowledge and learn how to 
travel safely in large groups.  
 
Today we hosted a group of Mental Health and Wellbeing leaders 
from different schools for a meeting at Avenel Primary School. 
Mental Health and Wellbeing Leaders in schools is part of the 
Victorian state governments Mental Health in Primary Schools  
(MHiPS) intitiative.  It is so wonderful that money and resources are 
being injected into such an important area.  
 
 
Your feedback is always welcome at carrye.malone@education.vic.gov.au or 0400 245 336. 

 

 
 

Avenel Primary School acknowledges Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the 

traditional custodians of the land and acknowledges and pays respect to their elders, past 

and present. 

 



CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

 
MONTH 

 
DATE 

 
EVENT 

August 9th Student Progress Interviews – 3.30 – 5.00pm 

 14th Science Week Commences; Fete committee meeting 

 16th Family Science Experience Day 11.50am – 1.50pm 

 21st Book Week Commences 

 23rd  Book Week Celebration Morning – Book Parade 
Theme - 'Read. Grow. Inspire.' 

 24th Gnarly Neighbours - Junior 

 31st Gnarly Neighbours - Senior 

September 1st District Athletics 

 13th Gr 5-6 Production 

 15th Last day Term 3 

October 2nd 1st Day Term 4 

 18th – 20th 3 day bike hike 

November 13th 14th & 15th Gr 3-4 camp 

 18th School Fete 

 22nd  – 24th Energy Break Through 

 27th Smile Squad Dental Van visit 

December 20th Last day Term 4 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY – Chayton Wise, James Willcocks, Ella King, 

Penelope Jenkins and Rebecca Malane 



Boîte Schools Chorus 
The Boîte Schools Chorus is an un-auditioned choir project for schools and community youth choirs. Since 
2004 the Boîte Schools Chorus has involved over 9,000 students from across Victoria in 42 concerts in 
Melbourne, Frankston, Ballarat, Bairnsdale & Albury. The Boite Schools Chorus project invites students into a 
new world through song, builds confidence, broadens horizons and develops valuable performance and 
interpersonal skills. 
 
Each year the chorus focuses on a different cultural theme. The Boite Schools Chorus returned this year with 
Maiem: Songs from The Torres Straits.  Working with Stella Savy and in collaboration with Meriam educator 
and musician Deb Lowah Clark and Meriam cultural advisor, musician and thespian Luke Captain, The Boite 
offered school communities across Victoria the exciting opportunity to learn about Zenadth Kes - the Torres 
Strait Islands.  
  
Immersed in the songs and stories of the Torres Strait Islands, The Boite Schools Chorus ‘Maiem’ we listened, 
learned, experienced and performed songs that share the richness and diversity of the Torres Strait Islands 
peoples. Students discovered the purpose of songs, movements that connect to that purpose, and the 
importance of communicating storying and intentions during the production, rehearsals and performances.  
 
The Torres Strait Islands are regularly mentioned when referencing Australia’s First peoples.  But few of us 
know anything about these glorious islands.  Maiem: Songs from The Torres Straits gave us an insight into 
who the Torres Strait Islander people are and their unique culture and history. 
 
After months of rehearsing at school and at home, on Thursday 3rd August, Ross and I had the pleasure of 
accompanying 12 of our amazing students on the train to Melbourne Town Hall.  We were joined by many 
other schools to combine and create the Boîte Schools Chorus for this year.  
 
The morning was spent rehearsing and after a short break it was concert time.  With just under 300 students, 
voices filled the Melbourne Town Hall magnificently.  It was an amazing experience, and I feel very fortunate 
to have taken part in such a wonderful event.  
 
Mel Kecskes 



 
 
 
SUBJECT CONTRIBUTION – School Council have set the Subject Contribution for this year at $245 
per student This amount is usually paid in Term 1 but other arrangements can be made if you are struggling to 
make payment. The subject contribution payment covers the cost of subject expenses and class materials which 
have been purchased by the school and will be distributed to students throughout the year. This contribution can 
be paid either by cash or EFPOS at the school or by direct deposit to the school account    BSB 063 545 Account 
No 10076513. Please insert ‘sub cont’ and family name in the reference field. 
 

LUNCH ORDERS - Attached the Term 3 lunch order form which should be used when placing lunch orders 

next term.  Please make sure you ring lunch orders through before 10.00am. If you have any concerns, 
please direct these to Shaun at the Cafe on 57962536 or avenelcafe@gmail.com.  
 

AVENEL PRIMARY SCHOOL MUSIC CONCERT – Will take place next Thursday August 10th 

2.30pm at school.  Parents and community members welcome to attend. Thank you to those students who 
performed at the wonderful community concert at the hall last Sunday. There have been many compliments on 

the courage and competence of our fledgling musicians.       

 

WE WANT OUR PARENTS/CAREGIVERS/  
GUARDIANS TO TELL US WHAT THEY THINK!  - Our school is 

conducting a survey to find out what parents/caregivers/guardians think of our school. 
The Parent/ Caregiver/Guardian Opinion Survey is an annual survey offered by the 

Department of Education that is designed to assist schools in gaining an understanding of families’ perceptions 
of school climate, student behavior, and student engagement. The survey is optional, but we encourage all 
families to participate. Our school will use the survey results to help inform and direct future school planning and 
improvement strategies. All families are invited to participate in the survey.  The Parent / Caregiver / Guardian 
Opinion Survey will be open from Monday 7 August to Friday 8 September 2023.   The survey will be 
conducted online, only takes 20 minutes to complete, and can be accessed at any convenient time within the 
survey period on desktop computers, laptops, tablets or smartphones. The online survey will be available in 
English and 10 other languages including Arabic, Greek, Hakha Chin, Hindi, Japanese, Punjabi, Simplified 
Chinese, Somali, Turkish, and Vietnamese.  Please speak to your child’s teacher if you would like more 
information.  

 

OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW PLAYGROUND EQUIPMENT IN JUBILEE PARK 
– Our student leaders have been invited to speak/represent the school at the Avenel playground opening tomorrow 

at 12.30pm.  Members of the public are cordially invited to attend this opening.   
 

THANK YOU EUROA SECONDARY COLLEGE - Over the last 3 weeks, the Sport and Recreation 

students from Euroa Secondary College have been teaching the 3/4 students the finer points of different athletics 
events.  All have enjoyed giving each sport a go and learning new skills. 

• My favourite thing was learning hurdles. Immy 

• I really like how I tried hop skip jump. Matilda 

• It was fun how I got to do the races for everything that was running and also the throwing. Rayden 

• It was very fun.  We learnt lots of stuff like the Vortex. Tilly 

mailto:avenelcafe@gmail.com


Science week 2023 

Family Challenge! 

To build a Simple Rube Goldberg machine  

In preparation we are seeking donations of the 

following items: 

 Kitchen rolls  

 LEGO/duplo bricks  

 Pulleys  

 Gears/cogs  

 Cardboard  

  Small sturdy boxes   

 Marble runs or parts of  

 Small toy cars (matchbox/hot wheels) 
  



 
 

 
THE WEEK SO FAR IN PREP TK  

 

Our word of the week this week is ‘car’.  This is the first time our word of the week contained a digraph (/ar/), 
two letters making one sound. On Monday we made delicious ‘Mars Bar Cars’.  We discussed many words that 
we use to describe cars, delicious not being one used very often.  We also practiced our work with sound deletion 
by adding new letters to the beginning of words with /ar/ to make new words. 
 
In science this week we learnt about forces of motion.  We made spinners to demonstrate a spinning motion. 



 
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

2023/24 UPCOMING TENNIS SEASON IS 
FAST APPROACHING 

Anyone interested in playing Saturday afternoon senior 
competition tennis with the club in the forthcoming 
season are asked to message either Stephen Garner 
0419 870 207 or Dee Wright 0419 438 949 as soon as 
possible so that we can organise how many teams we 
enter.   
 
For those not interested in playing competitive tennis but 
would still like a hit we offer social membership @ $25 
per single or $50 a family.  A reminder to social 
members that membership for the 2023/24 season is 
now due. Please note that we are in the process of 
changing the locking system at the courts so only 
financial members will have access. 
 
Members are advised that we will be holding a working 
bee on Sunday 10th September commenting 9.00am 
which will be followed by Open Day.  All members of the 
community are welcome to come and have a hit. This is 
the same day as the Avenel Market so you can grab a 
bargain, coffee and lunch after your workout on the court!  
 
A demonstration of the new craze in tennis ‘Pickleball’ 
will be given and anyone interested in learning more 
about the game or having a go are welcome to come and 
join in. If sufficient interest is shown, we may look at 
starting a fun social competition. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
WANTED: USED TOY 
DONATIONS 
We are looking for high quality toys, books 
and games to sell at our school fete on 
November the 18th.  If you would like to 
donate any items that are in an excellent 
yet used condition, please bring them in to 
the office ensuring they are clean and 
ready to sell. Big sellers include Beanie 
Boos, Hot Wheels cars, Nerf Guns and 
Barbies. 

 
  

Seeking expressions of interest  

for market stall holders for the  

Avenel Primary School Fete 

on the 18th of November. 
Stall holder must have own public liability insurance. 

Please contact the school office to express interest and for 

further information. 

 
 



 


